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Welcome!

We are so pleased that your child is about to start their Riverside Learning
Journey with us. This booklet will provide you with an insight into the Early
Years Foundation Stage and hopefully answer some of the questions you may
have about your child’s experiences at Riverside School.

What is the Early Years Foundation Stage?


The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is the stage in your
child’s life between birth and 5 years old.



This is a really important stage in their development and at
Riverside School, we offer a personalised Early Years Curriculum.



We believe that your child’s learning experiences should be
meaningful, happy, active, exciting, irresistible, fun,
memorable and take place within a safe and secure
environment.

Our Curriculum
At Riverside School, we follow The Early Years Foundation Stage Framework
and pupils work towards the ‘early years outcomes’ (previously known as

‘Development Matters’).This gives guidance about child development
across 7 areas of learning which are split into 2 groups:

The PRIME Areas


Communication and Language



Physical development



Personal, social and emotional development



Literacy



Mathematics



Understanding the world



Expressive arts and design

The SPECIFIC Areas



At Riverside School we ensure that all activities in each of the areas are suited to
your child’s unique needs. We strive to make learning irresistible in all areas of
learning.



We have also enhanced our curriculum to include additional smaller steps of
progress within the PRIME areas of learning. For these steps we have used
“EQUALS” which was developed by a team of Specialist Teachers and Portage
Home Visitors who work with young children with significant cognitive
difficulties. These smaller steps allow our class teams to measure progress and
celebrate all of your child’s achievements.



Your child will be given a Stepping Stones booklet which will travel with them
through the Early Years Foundation Stage. This booklet allows everyone working
with them to track their progress across all areas of their learning.

In each of the Prime Areas of Learning your child’s progress will be recorded
against the following levels:

A1 A2 A3 B1 B2 B3 C1 C2 C3 D1 D2 D3 E1 E2 E3 F1 F2 F3

We are passionate about supporting your child’s communication, independence
and personal, social and emotional development and for this reason we have
enhanced our PRIME areas of learning.
We also acknowledge and celebrate your child’s uniqueness and our extensive
range of assessment tools enable us to capture their holistic achievements.

We support your child’s literacy and numeracy skills, understanding of the world
and skills in expressive arts and design. For these Specific Areas of Learning,
your child’s progress will be recorded against the following levels:

ABCDEF

Your child’s Stepping Stones booklet highlights progress and contains
information about how they access their learning. E.g. Picture Exchange
Communication, Switches, TEACCH, Behaviour Support Plan and any physical
equipment they may need.

It also contains an Engagement Profile which outlines how your child engages
in their learning.

At Riverside School, we plan our engaging activities and structured sessions
around exciting Topics each half term.
We give all our families a Topic themed poster at the beginning of each half
term which shares useful Makaton signs and sensory activities to try at home.

Play
Young children need to play in order to have fun, develop and begin to learn and
understand about the world around them. At Riverside School we ensure all our
pupils are given the opportunities to play both inside and outside the classroom
as it is through these engaging play- based activities that they learn best!

For some of our pupils, developing play skills can be very difficult and we
support their learning by modelling, providing lots of visual and physical
supports and structure, providing lots of opportunities to play and by using
personalised interventions such as identiplay.

Mark Making

Mark-making is when a child begins to experiment with different-shaped
scribbles and patterns. It is the start of a journey towards being able to write and
is a developmental milestone. By providing your child with a variety of markmaking opportunities we can help them develop imaginatively, creatively and
physically.
Mark making is important for many reasons. It is a visible way for children to tell
stories and express feelings, record what they have to say, solve problems and
discover solutions - and sometimes it is simply an outlet for pure physical
enjoyment and can be a motivator for communication!

Some Examples of mark making ideas –
Chalk on black paper
Glitter and glue
Using hands in shaving foam, corn flour,
paint, sand etc.
Lining up magnets on a magnet board
Using wet brushes on the floor outside
Virtual mark making on the IPad
Using ribbons in the air

We have many more suggestions, please feel free to ask the class team
for any ideas you want to try at home. There will also be examples in the
half termly topic posters.

Learning Outside The Classroom!
A big focus for the Early Years classes is Learning Outside the Classroom. We
believe it is really important for your child to explore their world around them
and their natural environment. At Riverside School we have many outdoor
spaces including our music trail, nature trail, iCab, sensory garden, polytunnel,
pop up shop, multi-use games area and various playgrounds. We are active in
our local community such as the local shops, cafes and parks. Other exciting
class visits include ice skating, horse riding and local places of interest.

Engagement with families
At Riverside School we want you to be as involved as possible in your child’s
education. In the Early Years this is very important as in these early stages of
development, your child will be starting to explore new things at home as well as
school and working together in partnership is key.
As well as the home school contact book which travels back and forth daily, the
Early Years Team will send home “Wow houses” which are located in the back
of your child’s contact book. This is your chance to celebrate with us what
wonderful things your child has achieved at home. In addition to this, your child
will have a “Home Learning Journey” which travels between home and school
and includes photographs showing their progress and all the exciting things they
have been up to at both home and school.

We really value your input into your child’s education so please feel free to
contact your class team at any point. You will be allocated a Key Support
Worker and this member of the team will be there to answer any questions you
might have. You can contact them via the home school contact book.
There will also be several opportunities for you to come in and chat to the team
about your child’s progress. Stay and Play sessions are an opportunity to come
into class for the morning and join in the fun as well as speak to the class team.
Monthly Riverside Connect events are also an opportunity to hear from
different professionals about various topics and also a chance to meet other
families.

Personal Learning Plans
As well as following The Early Years Framework we also write Personal Learning
Plans (PLPs) for your child. These are written and reviewed every term following
a structured conversation with you. These targets are very personal to your child
and we really value your input when developing these plans. The outcomes are
aimed to make a difference to your child and your family. They might focus on
brushing teeth, toileting, vocalising, eating, dressing, turn taking, swimming,
weight bearing or learning to recognise their name for example. The class team
will invite you in to discuss your child’s PLP and the things that are important to
you and your family. The PLP outcomes should also be informed by your child’s
EHC Plan. This ensures that everyone is working together to create a very
personalised approach to learning.

This is a very exciting time as your child begins to embark on their learning
Journey at Riverside School. The most important thing to us is that your child
enjoys every moment here and that we are able to support them to “Be All That
They Can Be”
We look forward to working in partnership with you!

Amy Skelton
Assistant Headteacher

